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ST PAUL
SUNDAY
FRIDAY

9.30am
12.00 noon

Mass
Mass

ST MODWEN
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WEDNESDAY

11.00am
10.45am

Matins or Mass
Mass

ST AIDAN
SUNDAY

11.00am

Morning Service or Mass


ST LUKE – FEAST DAY 18TH OCTOBER
Luke the Evangelist
(Latin: Lucas; Ancient Greek): is one of the Four Evangelists—the four traditionally
ascribed authors of the canonical gospels. The Early Church Fathers ascribed to him
authorship of both the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, which would mean
Luke contributed over a quarter of the text of the New Testament, more than any
other author. Prominent figures in early Christianity such as Jerome and Eusebius later
reaffirmed his authorship, although a lack of conclusive evidence as to the identity of
the author of the works has led to discussion in scholarly circles, both secular and
religious.
The New Testament mentions Luke briefly a few times, and the Pauline Epistle to the Colossians[Col 4:14] refers to
him as a physician (from Greek for 'one who heals'); thus he is thought to have been both a physician and a
disciple of Paul. Since the early years of the faith, Christians have regarded him as a saint. He is believed to have
been a martyr, reportedly having been hanged from an olive tree, though some believe otherwise.
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The Catholic Church and other major denominations venerate him as Saint Luke the Evangelist and as a patron
saint of artists, physicians, bachelors, surgeons, students and butchers; his feast day is 18 October.
SERMON FOR ST LUKE’S DAY by Simon Oliver, Durham Cathedral
Today we thank God for St. Luke whose gospel has very many unique and beautiful features that teach us about
God and Christ. Only Luke has two of our best-known parables - the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son. Only
Luke records the parable of the rich man and Lazarus and one of my favourite stories as a child, the calling of
Zacchaeus. The canticles that are so familiar to us at Matins and Evensong – the Benedictus (the Song of
Zechariah), the Nunc Dimittis (the Song of Simeon) and the Magnificat (the Song of Mary) are unique to Luke.
These are all songs of deep joy at the loving purposes of God made known in Christ. This is truly the gospel of
joy. The very last verse of the gospel is this: ‘And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.’
In Luke, we find a particular emphasis on the prayer of Jesus. We read about Jesus praying before his baptism
(3.21), in solitary places (5.16), spending the whole night in prayer before calling his twelve disciples (6.12), at
the Transfiguration (9.29) and at his death on the cross (23.46). Three of Jesus’s parables about prayer appear
only in Luke: the friend who came at midnight (11.5-13), the Pharisee and the tax collector (18.9-14) and the
parable of the widow and the judge (18.1-8).
These are just some of the unique aspects of Luke’s gospel that we celebrate today. We also celebrate and give
thanks for the Acts of the Apostles, Luke’s chronicle of the birth of the Church, the account of the earliest
Christian practices, the description of the conversion of a murderous tentmaker named Saul of Tarsus who took
the name Paul and became the greatest Christian missionary and theologian.
In our second lesson this morning, we learn two important things about St. Luke: he was a companion of Paul
and he was a physician. This Luke has long been regarded as the author of the eponymous Gospel and the Acts
of Apostles. This morning I’d like to tie together Luke the physician and the practice of healthcare with the
Gospel that bears Luke’s name. Does scripture shed any light on how we look after the sick and dying, and
indeed how we are looked after, even in a modern NHS? How do Luke the physician and his scriptural writings
join together?
Care for the sick has always been part of Christian faith and practice. Jesus’ healing ministry and his concern for
the sick are integral to all the gospels, not least Luke’s. In his Rule, St. Benedict writes that ‘The care of the sick
is to be given priority over everything else, so that they are indeed served as Christ would be served, since he
said of himself, ‘I was sick and you visited me.’ So it’s no surprise that this monastery at Durham had an
infirmary where the Education Centre now stands. The role of religious communities in founding and running
hospitals around the world is well known.
In more recent times, what is particularly important, I think, is the role of Christian communities in caring for
the chronic and long-term sick, and those with life-limiting conditions. In a medical culture so orientated
towards cure, those with no hope of cure need a particular kind of care. The modern hospice movement was
pioneered by the Anglican nurse Cicely Saunders in the 1950s and the first hospice specifically for the care of
children with life-limiting conditions was founded by an Anglican nun, Sister Frances Dominica, in Oxford in
1982.
Patients, healthcare professionals and chaplains often point out that one of the most terrible and challenging
aspects of chronic and life-limiting illnesses is loneliness. The experience of such illness is alienating because it
delivers a set of experiences, a narrative of life, that is almost impossible to share. Faced with a patient in pain
or with little hope of recovery, I cannot experience that person’s pain as mine. That’s why, when faced with a
very sick person, even if one’s been very seriously ill oneself, one should never say ‘I know how you feel’.
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Sickness and pain, whether physical or psychological, can drive us into the darkest labyrinths of isolation and
loneliness. The question is, how do we remain present to, and befriend, the seriously ill so that they are not
wholly lost in those dark labyrinths? Aside from technical skill and medical knowledge, what kind of physicians
and carers do we need who can remain present to the chronically ill? Remaining present with the chronic and
long-term ill requires the careful crafting of a character of deep patience and hope.
This is where I think the gospel provides us with insight and hope. Let’s take three parables that are unique to
Luke’s gospel: the parable of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the prodigal son. They appear consecutively in
chapter 15 and they’re all about the joy of finding something that is lost. The thrust of Jesus’ teaching is that
God seeks us out and finds us, even when we are trapped alone in the darkest labyrinths of sin or pain or
loneliness. God does not stand by and wait for us to emerge, but comes looking. It seems to me that what the
best physicians and carers try to do, what the hospice movement tries to do, is be a sacrament of God’s search
for us so that we know that God is always present and drawing us to new life. Let me tell you a story to illustrate
what this means.
A number of years ago I had a friend who had been in a very serious road traffic accident. She’d suffered
terrible injuries and it was thought that she would not be able to walk again. Many doctors came to her room to
tell her about her condition and describe what her life would be like and the kind of adaptations she would have
to make to her home and her work. Despite the skill and knowledge of these doctors, my friend said that none
of them really knew her or had a sense of what was going on deep in her soul. Then the hospital Chaplain, who
visited regularly, read with her psalm 139.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up:
You discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my ways…
The gospel of Luke is the gospel of the lost who are found by God who searches us out and knows us. It’s the
gospel of the woman lost in sin who anoints Jesus’ feet at the house of Simon the Pharisee. It’s the gospel of the
woman lost in the agony of a crippling spirit for eighteen years. It’s the gospel of the woman lost in the terrible
suffering of haemorrhages for twelve years. It’s the gospel of lepers lost in the stigma and isolation of their
disease. It’s the gospel of Jairus who is lost in the terror of losing his sick daughter. It’s the gospel of the widow
at Nain who had lost her only son and was now lost in the depths of grief. The power of God in Jesus seeks and
finds those lost in the black labyrinths of sickness and despair.
That, it seems to me, is what the best medical care can do in the name of Christ: it seeks out those lost in the
mire of illness and says ‘this is not the fundamental story of your life, for there is a love that seeks you out and
will not let you go.’ That kind of care asks for the very best in us and we can only achieve such care by God’s
grace through the gift of hope.
When Cicely Saunders founded the hospice movement sixty years ago, she might have had in mind a model of
health care rather like the one that we heard about in Ecclesiasticus this morning. It’s a beautiful passage which
says this: ‘My child, when you are ill, do not delay, but pray to the Lord, and he will heal you…Then give the
physician his place, for the Lord created him; do not let him leave you, for you need him.’ So we have the
physician’s craft delicately blended with attentive prayer, all with a single purpose: seeking out and befriending
those lost in the dark labyrinths of illness and pain. But if we are going to seek out and befriend the suffering,
we need the patient attentiveness of prayer surrounding the skill of our physicians and nurses. The blending of
merciful care for those lost in often long term illness and a life utterly rooted in prayer is exactly what we find in
St. Luke’s depiction of Jesus Christ.
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On the Feast of St. Luke we give thanks for the gift of doctors, nurses and all our medical services; we pray for
the sick in body and soul and those who, today, will be without the medical care they need. We also remember
that our endeavours to remain present to each other and to care for each other in the midst of the most
isolating and desperate pain, those endeavours are blended with the prayer of the Church and the prayer of St.
Luke whose gospel teaches us that God in Christ searches out each one of us and bids us welcome into his
eternal kingdom of joy.

************************

Parish Notes
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Ann & Ron Duff wish to be remembered and send their good wishes
For our Games afternoons and Coffee Mornings we need small prizes for the raffle. If you have any
unwanted gifts or anything suitable, please see Marilyn Ottey. Thanks!
The Burton Historian Group will be hiring the St Paul’s Church hall for their meetings in the morning
on the second Saturday of the month
Update on the parish profile – the document is at the draft stage. The Standing Committee met
with the Rural Dean on Thursday 30th September. The news is that the Bishop Michael and Bishop
Matthew and possibly Archdeacon Megan will be meeting to discuss our situation this month.
All Saints/All Souls Day – Sunday 31st October. We shall be remembering our departed loved ones
at the 9.30am service. If you would like your departed loved ones remembered please fill in the
names on the list in the baptistry or email Maureen with the details
We were sorry to hear that Alan Sharpe has had a fall and has broken his wrist. Hope for a speedy
recovery Alan.

************************
Countdown – 28th September – eleven people braved the challenge of the words and numbers game. John did
a wonderful job acting as Rachel Riley! Winner with 102 points was Janet Brearley – well done to her – there
were some tough rounds, especially the numbers. We all had an enjoyable afternoon and thanks to all who
supported it. More games afternoons to come.

We shall be having a Coffee Morning combined with selling jigsaws, books and preserves
some time in October. Colin & Pat have made Sweet pickled shallots, Sweet pickled
banana shallots, Spicy plum chutney and Apple and red onion chutney. Please look on the
notice sheet for details.

*************************
Hi folks
Hope everyone is good and enjoyed the summer months and managed to get some time to recharge
your batteries to get through the coming winter months. I managed to get a few days away with my
family to Scarborough. We rented a house for eight of us plus one sausage dog called Molly. It was
good to get away and have a change of scenery to walk by the sea and watch the grandchildren
playing on the beach.
Since returning it's been quite busy Olive was baptised on the 5th September, St Pauls doing us proud
making the occasion a very special one. Even Stanley returned to help by agreeing to play the organ
for us, and later that week the 7th she celebrated her 1st birthday.
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The Busy Bee group continues to be
productive. Olwen and Alan have done
a sterling job cleaning and decobwebbing both the south and west
door entrances. As you can see from
the above picture the memorial
grounds have been mowed and the
bench has been re-painted. David has been busy putting fertiliser on the flower beds.
At last all the grass has been mowed ready for the winter and over the next couple of weeks we shall
be sowing wild flower seeds hopefully to flower next spring.
It's been really enjoyable being outside in the grounds as you get a chance to interact with the local
community passing by. All good
Sue Ganley
The Busy Bees have also tidied up and cleaned the church hall – thanks for that!

************************* 
Christmas 2021 Shoebox Appeal
Following last year's successful and very rewarding 'Christmas Shoe-box
Appeal, under the auspices of the 'Teams4U' registered charity we will
again be asking you to support this most noble of causes.
As a direct result of your love. kindness and generosity large numbers of
severely impoverished children were able to enjoy just a small slice of the
Christmas spirit as they took receipt of a few very basic items such as a
small toy, stationery, toothbrushes, flannels and other tokens that we in
our relative affluence are inclined to take for granted.
All will be detailed in an explanatory leaflet which will set out the items most suitable for inclusion along with
other relevant information.
Should you wish to take part in this exciting and fulfilling venture then please let me know. I will be placing
decorated shoe-boxes, along with the accompanying leaflets in the churches and can deliver if requested.
Yours in Christ
Tom Foster

*************************
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NEWS FROM ST JOHN
To a fair extent we are still shielding. We routinely note the daily covid19 figures. Currently we do not feel they
indicate we should play wild and free with the limits on our physical social contact. Fortunately, the great range
of modern communication technologies take most of the sting out of the
hardships. (If the same pandemic had fallen upon Britain thirty years ago the
situation may well have been much darker.)
I continue to set off on daily 'constitutionals', (2.6 miles, fairly brisk walking),
where I am amazed by the wildlife flourishing in our town. August was the time
for 'fairy rings'. I always felt they were commoner in literature than in reality,
but I think I found two sweeping about in grass verges near Morrisons
supermarket. (Please see the photie.)
Best wishes

St. John

**********************
Last Night of the Proms …at the Woolley household
Ali and James and a couple of friends joined us to watch the “Last Night of the Proms” on
Saturday 11th September. We enjoyed watching the programme whilst we ate a delicious fish
and chip supper. We were all in fine voice for singing along with “Land of hope and glory”,
waving Union Jack paper plates instead of flags! Then singing Auld Lang Syne. Afterwards we
had desserts whilst watching the gripping US Open Tennis final between Emma Raducano and
Leylah Fernandez. It was a very late night.

HARVEST FESTIVAL AT ST PAUL’S
Service on Sunday 3rd October at 9.30am.
Gifts of jams, marmalade, chocolate spread, long-life milk, orange juice and
cereals to be sent to the YMCA foodbank.
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST AFTER THE 9.30am Mass
£3. Please sign the list or contact Maureen - 532748

We are having a BEETLE DRIVE on
TUESDAY 26TH OCTOBER
in ST PAUL’S CHURCH HALL AT 2.00pm.
£3 Adults. £2 Children
Come and have an afternoon of fun

We are thrilled that the Tutbury Band will be playing for us at
CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
at St Paul’s Church
TUESDAY 21ST DECEMBER at 7.30pm

Quiz Afternoon
At St Paul’s Court
Friday 8th October at 2.30pm
Coffee Morning
At Shobnall Community Centre
Saturday 2nd October at 10.00am

Puzzle time
Answers to the September bible quiz:
1. Solomon wrote Wisdom of Solomon, Proverbs and some psalms
2. There were 20 kings of Judah
3. There were 19 kings of Israel
4. The Babylonians
5. King Nebuchadnezzar
6. Nehemiah
7. Esther
8. Cyrus
9. False, it was camel hair
10. Nicodemus
11. A tax collector
12. True, the bible describes him spitting three times
13. Four days
14. Legion
15. Fishing

*************************
ANSWER TO THE WORDSEARCH WAS “THE NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS”

*************************
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How well do you know “We plough the fields and scatter”. Have a go at the crossword.

We ….. (8 dn) the …… (32ac) and ……. (19ac) the good …. (28ac) on the …. (7ac);
But it is … (41ac) and ……. (21dn) by God's …….. (11ac) hand:
He sends the …. (14dn) in …… (22ac), the warmth to ….. (24dn) the ….. 26ac,
The breezes and the …….. (18ac), and …. (2dn) ………. (29ac) …. (25ac).
Chorus
All good ….. (9dn) around us
Are sent from …… (5dn) ….. (36dn),
Then ….. (15dn) the Lord, O thank the Lord
For all His …. (38ac).
He …. (13ac) is the ….. (27dn) of all things near and far;
He …… (3dn) the ……. (40ac) …… (32 dn) he …… (17ac) the ……. (23dn) …. (37dn);
The ….. (34ac) and ….. (34dn) …. (39ac) Him, by Him the ….. (35dn) are fed;
Much more to us, His …….. (4ac), He gives our ….. (33dn) ….. (35ac)
Chorus
We thank Thee, then, O …… (12ac), for all things …… (10dn) and good,
The seed-time and the ……. (1ac), our …. (6dn), our health, our…. (20dn);
Accept the gifts we offer, for all Thy love imparts,
and what Thou most …….. (16dn), our humble, …….. (30ac) …… (31dn)
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Plants of the bible quiz (answers next month):
1.
2.
3.
4.

From which kind of lumber did Noah build the Ark?
When Aaron put his rod in the tabernacle, what grew on it?
In a parable Christ compared his coming to a(n) ……. tree that shows when summer is near.
In an allegory, Isaiah prophesied that Israel will become as desolate even as a tree that brings
forth wild ………. Will be allowed to be destroyed.
5. The Passover meal included lamb, unleavened bread and ……….. ?
6. What happened when Moses cast a tree into the waters of Marah?
7. Paul compared the Gentiles to wild branches grafted into a good and healthy ……… tree.
8. Jesus compared the kingdom of heaven to a …… seed that would grow from the tiniest seed
into a huge tree.
9. In a parable Jesus compared the separation of the righteous from the wicked to the harvesting
of ……. From the tares.
10. The pharisees ridiculed Christ because His disciples plucked and ate ….. on the Sabbath.
11. What plant did Rachel beg of her sister Leah because it was said to help with fertility?
12. Prior to his crucifixion what attire was placed on Christ’s body to humiliate him?
13. What did Jacob give Esau in exchange for his birth right?
14. Christ taught that even as the …….. of the field are cared for by God, He will take care of his
people?
15. Christ called himself the true …….. and his disciples the branches.
Colin Dawson

**************
MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED
TO THIS NEWSLETTER
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