PRAYING FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD
Collect
Almighty God,
from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
ISAIAH 9.1-6
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born
for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is name Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
ISAIAH 57.15-19
For thus says the high and lofty one who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, and
also with those who are contrite and humble in spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite. For I will not continually accuse, nor will I always be angry; for then the spirits would grow faint before me,
even the souls that I have made. Because of their wicked covetousness I was angry; I struck them, I hid and was angry;
but they kept turning back to their own ways. I have seen their ways, but I will heal them, I will lead them and repay
them with comfort, creating for their mourners the fruit of the lips. Peace, peace, to the far and the near, says
the LORD; and I will heal them.
MICAH 4.1-5
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
raised up above the hills. Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say: “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between
many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords into plowshares,and
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more;
but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid; for the
mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the
name of the LORD our God forever and ever.
PSALM 40.14-17
Let all those be put to shame and confusion
who seek to snatch away my life;
let those be turned back and brought to dishonor
who desire my hurt.
Let those be appalled because of their shame
who say to me, “Aha, Aha!”
But may all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you;

may those who love your salvation
say continually, “Great is the LORD!”
As for me, I am poor and needy,
but the Lord takes thought for me.
You are my help and my deliverer;
do not delay, O my God.
PSALM 72.1-7
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.
May he live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
PSALM 85.8-13
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
The LORD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him,
and will make a path for his steps.
PHILIPPIANS 4.6-9
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about[b] these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the
God of peace will be with you.
1 TIMOTHY 2.1-6
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings
and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is
right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself
human, who gave himself a ransom for all - this was attested at the right time.

JAMES 3.13-18
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of
wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish
ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest
of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.
MATTHEW 5.43-end
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
JOHN 14.23-29
Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them
and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is
not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that
I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming
to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And
now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.
JOHN 15.9-17
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my
Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another.

Intercession
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
We pray for the leaders of the nations,
that you will guide them in the ways of freedom, justice and truth.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who bear arms on behalf of the nation,
that they may have discipline and discernment,
courage and compassion.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm,
that you will turn the hearts of all to kindness and friendship.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

We pray for the wounded and the captive,
the grieving and the homeless,
that in all their trials they may know your love and support.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Most holy God and Father,
hear our prayers for all who strive for peace
and all who fight for justice.
Help us, who today remember the cost of war,
to work for a better tomorrow;
and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict,
bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Almighty God,
from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

