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SERVICES 

ST PAUL   
SUNDAY 9.30am Sung Mass 
FRIDAY 12.00 noon Mass 
 
ST MODWEN 

  

SUNDAY 11.00am Matins or Mass 
WEDNESDAY 10.45am Mass 
 
ST AIDAN 

  

SUNDAY 
1st Sunday of  the month 

11.00am Mass 

 
READERS ETC. for St Paul’s 

Date  Readings Reader Intercessor 
1st May Easter 3 Acts 9.1-6 (7-20) 

Revelation 5.11-end 
David Sweeney Margaret Merry 

8th May Easter 4 Acts 9.36-end 
Revelation 7.9-end 

Valerie Cammack Yasmin Johnson 

15th May Easter 5 Acts 11.1-18 
Revelation 21.1-6 

Rose Jefferies John Woolley 

22nd May Easter 6 Acts 16.9-15 
Revelation 21.10,22-22.5 

Margaret Merry Mike Mear 

29th May Easter 7 Acts 16.16-34 
Rev.22.12-14,16,17,20-end 

Mike Mear Margaret Merry 
 

5th June Pentecost Please ask for readings Colin Dawson clergy 
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MAY 2022 
NEWSLETTER 



The Archbishop of Canterbury’s sermon for Easter Sunday 2022  

This morning what did you wake up to? 

In the UK, we might be waking up to lighter mornings and warmer days, but families across the country are 
waking up to cold homes and empty stomachs as we face the greatest cost of living crisis we have known in 
our lifetimes. And because of this they wake up with fear. 

Further afield, people are waking up to horrors they never imagined possible. Last month, President 
Zelensky gave a speech in which he said ‘the end of the world has arrived’. Ukrainians have woken up to the 
end of the world as they knew it. Now they are awakened by the noises of war, and the sickening reality of 
terror. They wake up to mortal fear. 

Imagine Mary’s waking thoughts on that first Easter morning. Her state of mind must have been grim. The 
deepest desire for it all to be different. Anger at the disciples for running away. Misery at the thought of the 
task before her. 

Such a sense of helplessness will have been common this morning. Many will be awakening in refugee 
camps, separated from loved ones still on the front line, grieving for those missing, raped, abused, or killed. 
Wondering how to cope. Mary and her companions did not know how to cope with the stone in front of the 
tomb. “What will we do?” 

This bad awakening was justified. The tasks were impossible. The events of the past days traumatic. 
Strength could not meet the demand. For many in this country the news from Ukraine is terrible, but the 
rising cost of power, fuel and basic food will be the first and overwhelming thought of the day. For others it 
will be the continued deep sense of loss of someone from Covid, or during Covid, to whom they could not 
say a proper farewell. The news might move on, but grief does not. 

Others will be struggling at work, or feel a deep sense of injustice at the way they have been mistreated by 
family, friends or employers. Sorrow is often a private burden, betrayal a private wound, grief and 
disappointment private agonies. We focus on the great events of the day in the news, rightly: yet every life 
has its own traumas, joys, celebrations and laments. The first Easter was experienced by individuals, not by 
the world on social media. 

What does the resurrection of Jesus Christ have to say not just to our common fears, but to those that are 
individually felt? 

First, God doesn’t just recognise the horrors and the sufferings of the world: he enters into them on the 
Cross. In dying for us, he sees and knows the wounds that cause us so much pain. He hears the cry of the 
mothers in Ukraine, he sees the fear of boys too young to become soldiers, and he knows the vulnerability 
of the orphans and refugees. Closer to home, he sees the humiliation of the grandparent visiting the 
foodbank for the first time, the desperate choice of parents in poverty and the grief and weariness of the 
pandemic. 

The resurrection of Jesus is not a magic wand that makes the world perfect. But the resurrection of Christ is 
the tectonic shift in the way the cosmos works. It is the conquest of death and the opening of eternal life, 
through Jesus a gift offered to every human being who reaches out to him. Not just for individuals, but 
setting a benchmark for every society because God is Lord of every society and nation.   

This is what we proclaim at Easter. It is a season of life and hope, of repentance and renewal. This week in 
the Eastern Orthodox world it is Holy Week, the greatest time for repentance. Muslims are in Ramadan, a 
time for purification and change, coming to Eid. Jews celebrate the Passover and liberation. Let this be a 
time for Russian ceasefire, withdrawal and a commitment to talks. This is a time for resetting the ways of 
peace, not for what Bismarck called blood and iron. Let Christ prevail! Let the darkness of war be banished. 
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And this season is also why there are such serious ethical questions about sending asylum seekers overseas. 
The details are for politics and politicians. The principle must stand the judgement of God and it cannot. 
It  cannot carry the weight of resurrection justice, of life conquering death. It cannot carry the weight of the 
resurrection that was first to the least valued, for it privileges the rich and strong. And it cannot carry the 
weight of our national responsibility as a country formed by Christian values, because sub-contracting out 
our responsibilities, even to a country that seeks to do well like Rwanda, is the opposite of the nature of God 
who himself took responsibility for our failures. 

Through the historical reality of the resurrection of Jesus, God gives our lives purpose and our society 
resilience. God calls nations to live in the knowledge of God’s love through Jesus, springing up in us by the 
gift of God’s Spirit as permanent place of refreshing in dry places, and hope in dark places. That is true 
global power. 

More than that, the resurrection, in its conquest of death, promises each individual a life that is abundant 
and will overflow into eternity. 

It promises each nation, and every victim and survivor, that the injustices, cruelties, evil deeds and soulless 
institutions of this world do not have the last word. 

That last word is God’s victory shout, the offer of life as possession, of a death sentence for the wickedness 
of this world, of justice against the evildoer. None will escape justice, and all are offered mercy where there 
is true repentance, sorrow for sin and surrender to Christ. 

Jesus is alive – and he addresses head on all of our fears, together and alone. It means whilst we wake in a 
world so often characterised by pain and suffering, there is another more defining, more compelling, more 
true story to wake up to. 

It is not complicated to receive the gift of the life of Christ. It costs no more than to surrender our lives to 
God, lives we cannot keep. In that surrender we join the journey into life everlasting, we are caught in his 
hands as was Mary who returned to the disciples saying “I have seen the Lord”. 

Jesus’ resurrection, dead first, now alive, changed history. It changed societies, shaped nations. It calls us 
each to live resurrection shaped and filled lives now, and to mould resurrection filled societies in our world 
today and in the future.   

*************** 

BEGINNINGS – by Paul Burden.  Co-ordinator of the Centre for Formation & Ministry, Sarum College, 
Salisbury 

Ascension Day marks an ending. The ending of the physical presence of Jesus on earth. But it also marks a 
beginning. The beginning of the disciples taking the ministry of Jesus on, the beginning if you like of the 
Church. And as we consider the life of our churches - the joys, opportunities and, yes, challenges that face 
us - it’s helpful to hear again from this event something of what we are to be about. Ascension Day gives us 
the beginnings, the basic foundations that should undergird all our discussions together about Church. 

Begins with Jesus 
Firstly, Ascension Day emphasises that the Church begins with Jesus. Acts is the second of the two-part work 
that begins with Luke’s gospel, both written to the otherwise unknown Theophilus. Theophilus is told that 
the former book, the gospel, is about ‘all that Jesus began to do and to teach’. Note, began – with the 
implication that the story of Jesus continues in Acts through the story of the Church, a story that doesn’t 
end in Acts but continues through to us today. This is the Jesus who, we’re told, ‘gave many convincing 
proofs that he was alive’ after his resurrection. This is the Jesus ascending into the cloud – a cloud often  
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symbolises the glory of God, so this is a powerful image of Jesus received into glory. And the Church begins, 
with an iron conviction from the disciples that Jesus is raised from the dead, that Jesus is alive, and that in 
the cloud of the Ascension he is exalted to the glory of God. 
 
The Church begins with Jesus – which might sound an obvious thing to say! But I wonder if we are 
sometimes tempted to do Church without Jesus. To follow our own agendas rather than his? To talk about 
Church, rather than about him. To be more of a club, rather than being salt and light in our society? The 
earliest statement of faith in the Church was: ‘Jesus is Lord’. And this is where Church starts – with Jesus. 
 
Begins with waiting 
Secondly, Ascension Day shows us that the Church begins with waiting for the Holy Spirit. Jesus says to the 
disciples: ‘wait for gift the Father promised’, wait for the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has already been at 
work, certainly, through the story of the Old Testament, through the life of Jesus. But now there is to be a 
step change: ‘you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit’. The word baptise is a very wet word. If a ship sinks, 
it is baptised. If you throw a bucket of water over me, I’m baptised. Jesus doesn’t just leave us to get on with 
being Church, but he says we will be baptised, drenched, soaked with the strength and wisdom of the Holy 
Spirit. We don’t do this alone. 
 
We are to ‘Wait’. Wait for the Holy Spirit. Something we are perhaps not always good at, including in our 
Church life. We want to rush and do. But wait, says Jesus. Waiting reminds us we are not in control. Wait for 
God’s timing. Wait for the Holy Spirit’s wisdom. Wait before we act. This is where Church starts – in the 
waiting. 

Begins with a commission 
And Ascension Day gives the Church a commission. ‘You will be my witnesses’ says Jesus. The Church begins 
by being commissioned to point to Jesus, to speak and act for him in a way that shows his mercy, justice and 
love. The Church is to point to Jesus in our locality, in Jerusalem for the disciples. That isn’t always easy, 
among the people we know. The Church is to point to Jesus more widely, in all Judea and Samaria for the 
disciples, at a national level for us. And the Church is to point to Jesus to the ends of earth, as a worldwide 
Church with a worldwide commission to be witnesses to him in our words and actions. This is where Church 
starts – with a commission to be witnesses. 
The Church also begins with a nudge: ‘Why do you stand looking up at the sky?’ the two men in white ask 
the disciples. I think that means don’t just stand there – put this into action, start being Church until Jesus 
returns. Be a Church that begins with Jesus, a Church that begins with waiting for the Holy Spirit, and a 
Church that begins with the commission to be witnesses. 

Ascension Day marks an ending. But it also marks a beginning. And as such, it gives us the basic foundations 
that should undergird all our discussions together about Church. 

**************** 

PARISH NOTES 
1 Church of England Children’s Society AGM to take place at St Paul’s on Monday 16th May at 1.30pm 
2 Jaz Byrd has left the area and now lives in Leek.  If anyone would like her phone number please ask 

Maureen.  We send her our best wishes. 
3 Ascension Day – 26th May.  Mass at 7.30pm  
4 Please note that there will not be a Mass on Friday 27th May 
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AGM 
I see the AGMs are coming up. Please do your best to have a full complement on the PCC (regulations are to be 
found in the Church Representation Rules). Each PCC is in law a charity and PCC members are in law charity 
trustees with all the responsibilities that that involves. If a charity does not have a viable number of trustees, it 
risks attracting the unwanted attention of the Charity Commissioners. 
 
Another issue is the Safeguarding Officer. Some parishes are unable to find someone to take on this role. If 
there is no safeguarding officer, the insurance policy may well be invalidated, Perhaps PCCs might work 
together such that one safeguarding officer with the necessary skills and knowledge can serve several parishes. 
 
How long before nobody is prepared to take on the tasks of warden, PCC member, treasurer (onerous), 
secretary, and safeguarding officer? An option then is to lock the doors and hand the keys to the Archdeacon. It 
has happened before and will happen again. 
 
Unfortunately, modern legislation makes things very difficult for the running of voluntary clubs - which is what 
churches essentially are. 
Stanley 

**************************** 
PRAYER DIARY MAY 2022 

1 SS Philip & James  The mentally handicapped 
2 St Athanasius  The people of Ukraine 
3 St Theodosius of the Cave  The people affected by the floods in South Africa 
4 St Gothard, Bishop   
5 St Asaph  The churches in Wales 
6 St Prudence of Como  Enjoyment 
7 St Stanislaus of Cracow  PCC Treasurers 
8 Julian of Norwich  Our Annual General Meeting 
9 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  

St Gregory 
 The work of Christian Aid 

10 St Isidore  The Lichfield Diocese 
11 St Comgall  The work of USPG 
12 St Pancras  those revising for examinations 
13 Uganda Martyrs  Accountants 
14 St Matthias  Reconnect 
15 St Carthage  retired clergy in the deanery 
16 St Simon Stock  Musicians 
17 St Pascal Baylon  Our priests, Fr Robin & Fr Phillip  
18 St Eric of Sweden  Residents & staff at Charlotte James Care Home 
19 St Dunstan of Canterbury  the dying 
20 St Bernadine of Siena  Those awaiting medical treatment 
21 St Gisela of Aire  the newly elected PCC 
22 St Rita  Lay Readers 
23 St William of Rochester  Holiday makers 
24 John & Charles Wesley  Hymn writers 
25 Venerable Bede -5- Roundabout Playgroup 

 
THE PARISH OF ST AIDAN AND ST PAUL 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

SUNDAY 8TH MAY after the 9.30am service 
 

This is your chance to elect the churchwardens and PCC,  
and to hear of the church’s financial details.  Please stay after the service. 

 



26 St Augustine of Canterbury  The Queens Hospital – patients & staff 
27 St Bruno  Amber House – Residents & Staff 
28 St Germain of Paris  Those seeking jobs 
29 St Bonna of Pisa  Our parish  
30 St Joan of Arc  St Luke’s Hospital for Clergy 
31 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 
 For mothers 

 
ASCENSION DAY – 26th MAY 
Almighty God, your Son ascended to the throne of power in heaven,  
that he might be Lord of over all things for his people.   
We pray that  the worship and service of the church  
may be inspired by his presence,  
and that he will remain with us always, to the end of the age.  Amen 
 
A Prayer for Ukraine: 
God of all peoples and nations,  
Who created all things alive and breathing, 
United and whole, 
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence. 
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia, 
Every child and every adult. 
We long for the time 
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares 
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation. 
We cry out to you for peace; 
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety 
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones 
Be with those who are bereaved. 
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression 
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace. 
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour, 
And a passion for justice to prevail 
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace. 
Creator of all hear our prayer 
And bring us peace. Make us whole. Amen. 

****************** 
 

Easter at St Paul’s 
Lots of “thank yous” are due that made our Easter Day special 
 

 Fr Phillip and Fr Robin for their ministry during Holy Week and 
Easter Day 

 Fr Stanley for playing the organ for all services during Holy 
Week and Easter    -6- 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen 

We remember during May the 
anniversary of 

Ben Salt, Gladys Turner, Roy Smith, 
 Denis Tilling, Ruth Gordon,  

Hugh Meeson Morris, Charles Stephens 
and Mary Woolley 



 The Cammacks for preparing the Church during Passion Tide and 
Easter 

 Sue Ganley for the lovely display in the baptistery, the Easter 
garden and the decorated cross outside the west door 

 Colin Dawson for his flower display 
 Those to donated money for the Easter flowers 
 Those who cleaned the church 
 To everyone who came on Easter Day, it was lovely to see so many 

 
******************** 

Easter Raffle 
 
Thank you Sue for organising the Easter raffle, and thanks to those who sold 
tickets.   The raffle was drawn on Easter Day and the lucky winners are: 
 
1st prize   Ann Burston 
2nd prize   Olwen Sharpe 
3rd prize   Mike Mear 

 
******************* 

 
Fr Phillip’s 80th birthday 
 
We were all treated to a glass of wine or fruit juice and a 
piece of birthday cake to celebrate Fr Phillip’s 80th 
birthday.  Thanks to Colin for making the cake.   
 

******************* 
 
Chris Hill, RIP 
I remember the day this photo was taken as if it was yesterday. We'd been 
given the go ahead to re-open the church again after lockdown , but for private 
prayer only .  
 
Chris and I volunteered immediately for the job. Armed with mops, buckets,  
j-clothes, dusters and special sticky tape to mark out social distancing on the 
floor we set to task. Two days of hard work and finally the church was ready 
with all the COVID measures put into place.  
 
That was Chris, always ready to make himself available to help with any organising and setting up of the church 
if asked to help . 
 
Chris was passionate about St Pauls and the importance of keeping it open and functioning as a place of 
worship in the Catholic Tradition. He was very proud to serve as an acolyte, striving to do it to the highest of 
standards. I served with Chris for many years, we made a good team together, often referring to ourselves as 
the A team and volunteered to serve at all the major celebrations. 
  
Chris came across as sometimes quiet and shy, but he did have a humorous side to him enjoying a good laugh at 
my observations of life. He didn't feel comfortable calling out the raffle ticket numbers out so he would ask me 
to do it for him as I was the "loud gobby one". 
 
When I took on the role of Churchwarden I suggested he would make a better one being more suitable, he 
declined but offered his full support and any advice I may need. And I did, his knowledge and calming attitude  
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was invaluable. I learnt a lot from him. The Night Shelter for the homeless was another of Chris's passions and 
he took the role of liaison officer for the YMCA. Chris loved volunteering helping out at the shelter especially 
cooking the early morning breakfast on Thursdays with Lynda Cooper from St Aidan's. Very often he would have 
to go and buy the eggs, bacon and bread before they could start. That was Chris all over nothing was too much 
trouble. Generous with his time and money.  
 
The news of Chris's stroke was such a shock and came out of the blue.  
 
Thankfully his speech hadn't been seriously affected and I was able to have a conversation with him on quite a 
few occasions and even managed a couple of visits, my last one just before Christmas Eve to take some small 
gifts. It was lovely to see him and Jane. He always showed much courage and cheerfulness despite his condition. 
He often talked about coming back to St. Paul's in the future to take part in the service again. Sadly this was not 
to be.  
 
At his funeral I had the last honour and privilege as his friend to be asked by Jane to read Psalm 23. A fitting way 
for me to say my last goodbye.  
R I P now Chris  
You are greatly missed by us all. 
Sue Ganley 

******************** 
 

My trip to Rome went really well and I had a great time. We booked a guided tour of 
the Vatican which was amazing ending in the Cistine Chapel. I managed to sneak a 
photo in there even though not supposed to take. I got told off! We managed to fit 
in a lot of sightseeing - the Vatican , Trevi Fountain day and dusk, St. Peter's Basilica 
and the Colosseum with Palatine Hill all mostly on foot .  
Thank you for all your good wishes  
Sue   
 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Come and join award winning A Capella vocal ensemble Ocho for an evening of entertainment on Friday May 
13 at 19.30 at St John’s.  A wide range of music will be sung including songs from Pentatonix, Voces8, The 
Swingles, Lennon and McCartney, Billy Joel and Maroon 5.  Where else would you hear music from Gustav Holst 
and The Spice Girls in the same concert?  Tickets are £10 (under 16's free).  Reserve your seat by using the 
'Freebook' system on the website www.ochosingers.com or pay on the door. 

 
******************* 

 

COFFEE MORNING & JIGSAW SALE 
TUESDAY 17TH MAY   10.00am – 12 noon 

in the Church Hall/Church Grounds – weather permitting 
 

Come and enjoy coffee and cake and have a chat with friends 
 

********************* 
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Sunday 5th June 2022 
BREAKFAST after the 9.30am Mass 
Price: Adults £5  Children £2.50 

 
There will be some entertainment.   

 We propose to have a “guess who” photo quiz.  We ask that if you are staying for the breakfast, 
that you let us have a photo of when you were young so that we can make a “photo gallery” and try 
to identify the person. {photos to Sue Ganley in advance please} should be fun! 

 We also would like you to dress in red, white and blue if possible. 
 Make a tiara 

Sign the list in the baptistery 
******************* 

` 

Lunchtime Organ Recitals – Summer 2022 
at St Modwen’s Church  

Wednesdays 12.30-1.10pm 
 
1st June David Butterworth, Derby   8th June Tom Corfield, Derby 
15th June Elli-Mae McGlone, Birmingham  22nd June Edward Turner, Derby 
    29th June Liam Condon, Lichfield 

******************* 
PUZZLE TIME 
Easter Quiz 2022 Answers: 

1. Fred Astaire 
2. Andrew Lloyd Webber 
3. Monty Python 
4. Beatrix Potter 
5. Bach 
6. The Beatles 
7. A pocket watch 
8. Dolly Parton 
9. Bambi 
10. Maltesers 
11. Bourneville 
12. Bounty 
13. Matterhorn 
14. Milk tray 
15. 8 
16. Kit Kat 
17. Quality Street 
18. 10.39 metres – displayed in Italy 
19. 501,000 – Cypress Gardens Adventure Park in Florida 2007 
20. 168kg 
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A quiz about May (answers will be given next month) 

1. What is the birthstone for May? 
2. Which tennis Open Championship normally begins in May? 
3. What are the two zodiac signs for May? 
4. May in the Northern hemisphere is similar to which month in the Southern hemisphere? 
5. Which sweetly scented, highly poisonous woodland flowering plant is the birth flower of May? 
6. Historically, which type of dancing is associated with May Day celebrations? 
7. Who did Queen guitarist Brian May marry in November 2000? 
8. ‘The Third of May 1808’ is a painting completed in 1814 by which Spanish painter? 
9. How long is the life span for the adult female Mayfly Dolania Americana? 
10. According to a 1732 traditional saying what should you never cast till May is out? 
11. What is the more common name for the Mayflower shrub? 
12. Theresa May was born in which town? 
13. Victory in Europe Day generally known as V-E Day, was celebrated on which day in 1945? 
14. In the nursery rhyme ‘Nuts in May’, on what sort of morning are the nuts gathered? 
15. The Mayflower left England for the Virginia colony with which other ship on 15th August 1620? 

Colin Dawson 

***************** 

 
Answers to April pathfinder … 
Bernadette, Agnes, Gilbert, Stephen, Walter, Donnan, Fulbert, Justin, Gerard, Pancras, Richard, Anselm, 
Ruardan, Catherine, Mark 
 
Saints for May pathfinder – starting with the letter ‘J’ highlighted there are 15 saints to find 
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THIS JOYFUL EASTERTIDE 

fill in the missing words to this lovely Easter hymn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Many thanks to all who contributed to the Newsletter 
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This joyful (8ac) 
away with sin and (5dn) 
My (18dn), the (11dn) 
has (4dn) to life this morrow. 
 
Refrain: 
Had Christ, who (1dn) was (15dn) 
Ne’er (14ac) his three-day (16ac) 
our (2dn) had been in vain: 
but now hath Christ arisen, 
arisen, arisen; 
but now has Christ arisen! 
 

My (6dn) in hope shall (10ac) 
and for a (3ac) slumber 
till (9dn) from east to west 
shall (13ac) the dead in (20ac).  
 
Death's (17ac) has lost its chill 
since Jesus (12dn) the river. 
(7ac) of (5ac) from ill 
my (19ac) soul (21ac).  
 


