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Fr Michael reflects on help given or requested.
One early evening recently I was parking at Horninglow Co-op. I needed a few salad
items and a carton of milk. A young man with some shopping walked towards me; I
thought he might be getting into the next car. But no, he wanted a word. He had a
white sliced loaf, a French stick and a four pack of baked beans. He asked if I could
give them to charity. I said I’d take them to the YMCA.
I did so after making my own purchases. As I drove there I reflected, as one does, on
the ethical implications of what I was doing. I was burning a fossil fuel. Would it
have been better for me to use the items myself and make a donation to the YMCA?
But I rarely eat white sliced bread, and the stick would go stale before I’d finished it:
a consequence of living on my own. I occasionally eat baked beans, but I had some in
the pantry. Anyway, the duty warden at the YMCA was very happy to receive the
items. It was something to chat about as members arrived at a Deanery Standing
Committee later that evening. All credit to the young man who wanted to help those
in need. What would he have done if he hadn’t seen me?
Many churches support charities working for people in need. So do other religious
groups. Some of the first aid to reach people affected by recent flooding in Pakistan
has come from Islamic foundations in Birmingham and Nottingham. Efforts may
have been made in Burton as well. I should add that people without religious
affiliation also support this sort of work.
What does one do when a person professing need turns up on one’s doorstep? Most
priests who live in identifiable housing have stories to tell about such encounters. I
remember one caller telling me he wanted money for some formula milk for his
baby. Rather than give him money (quick and easy) I purchased a large tin of SMA
and delivered it to the address he gave me. No one was in, so I left it on the
doorstep and put a note through the letter box. That evening I had a phone call from
a confused householder who didn’t have a baby! He returned the milk powder to
me. I took it back to Boots and tried to explain that I no longer needed it.
Sometimes I feel like telling callers to my vicarage to try other houses on Rolleston
Road: I’m sure the occupants have more money than I. I haven’t actually done this: I
want to preserve good relations with my neighbours. There’s a presumption that the
‘church’ feels ‘conscience-bound’ to respond – and it may be accessible at times
when statutory agencies are closed. I am always willing to make phone calls on
someone’s behalf, but that’s not a possibility on a bank holiday Monday.
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Recently I had a phone call from someone who needed money to travel to Scotland
for a relative’s funeral. That sort of explanation for a request is not unusual. But the
next thing he said was. He told me that the Job Centre had given him my number as
someone who might be able to help. That I find difficult to believe.
I am aware that behind all of these appeals, genuine or invented, there is a real
person with a ‘back story’. I should like to sit down with a person seeking help and
explore what has brought him or her to this point. But that’s scarcely realistic: the
call is generally unannounced and help is desired there and then. I can resent being
distracted from other things I have to do. The other professions insist on
appointments being made. There may be people better equipped than I am to
address the person’s situation. And in an ideal world the ‘support networks’ – family
or whatever – would have functioned better at a much earlier stage. A huge worry at
this present time is that need will only increase. We have our needs as churches as
well. Much thought, prayer, and – dare I say it? – action is needed.
**************************************
PARISH NOTES
1. PCC meeting 8th September at 7.30pm
2. Congratulations to Henry Brooks for passing his A-levels. He is off to
Sheffield Hallam University to study history. Well done Henry!
3. Ann Burston is leaving St Paul’s Court and moving to a flat in Chestnut
Grange.
4. We shall be having a Macmillan Coffee Morning on 30th September
5. Harvest Festival is on Sunday 9th October. Breakfast after the service.
6. We have reports that there are several scams on emails – please be careful.
7. The Benefice Bulletin No.4 is now available. For those not on email, there
are copies on the baptistery table.
8. We are still collecting non-perishable foods for the Reconnect foodbank.
There is a box in the Church hall for donations. Thank you.
9. St Paul’s Church is open most days thanks to Sue G and John.

Anyone interested in joining our serving team?
If so, please see either Peter Cammack or Sue Ganley
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Churches update …
 Guy Braithwaite, a Church Buildings Officer from London visited St Paul’s, St
Aidan’s and St Modwen’s churches recently. The reports will be out later
this month.
 St Aidan’s Church remains closed due to health and safety as more plaster
has fallen from the ceiling.
 A surveyor has inspected the vicarage. Several contractors will be going into
the house to carry out the necessary repairs.
*****************************

Coffee Morning
Many thanks to those who
supported our coffee morning in
August.
Thanks to Colin for the delicious
cakes, Colin, Pat & John for their
help in the kitchen; Marilyn and
Mike for the stalls of jigsaws and
books; Pat also sold the raffle
tickets and to those who kindly
stayed behind to clear away.
Lots of people came and spent the morning chatting over coffee and cake. We have
lots of new secondhand jigsaws on offer.
*****************************
Stanley’s ministry story
I became a Clerk in Holy Orders at the end of June 2006, just over 16 years
ago. When I was accepted for ordination I was working as the Foundation Anatomist
in the new Graduate Entry Medical School of the University of Nottingham, sited at
what's now the Royal Derby Hospital. It was the plan that I continue in that job and in
my “spare time” be an unpaid clergyman.
Shortly after beginning training in 2004 I began to feel that this wasn’t right. Given a
personality with more than a few obsessive traits, I could see that I would want to do
both jobs too well for my own good, and would therefore do neither properly. I
applied for a change in status from non-stipendiary (unpaid) to stipendiary. After a
bit of huffing and puffing and form filling I was sent for two more interviews at one of
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which the interviewer’s first words to me on opening her front door were “are you
insane?” I was accepted for full-time ministry and in July 2006 I began as Assistant
Curate in Wirksworth.
Wirksworth is an ancient lead mining village near Matlock on the edge of the Peak
District. It’s full of nooks and crannies, curious houses, tightly packed lanes and hills.
It has a remarkable artistic presence displayed at the annual Wirksworth Festival. It
attracts retired professionals, artists and academics thus providing a thriving
intellectual life, far exceeding what you’d expect from a population of under 5500.
Hidden away in the middle of town (village really, but they have notions) is the large
cruciform church. When you find your way through one of the ginnels you are
confronted by a charming cathedral close in miniature, so unexpected it quite takes
your breath away. Here it was in 2006 where under the watchful eye of the Rector
David Truby I began to learn the ropes of being a parish priest. Some Assistant
Curates have a terrible time with trainers who are inadequate or feel threatened.
Not so David – the prospect of having a trainee (me) seven years older fazed him not
one iota. He knew his job, and I my place—and it was a good place. Though a brief
curacy, only 20 months, it was a time of extraordinary richness. It seems incredible
that so much happened in so short a time. Without a doubt the highlight was the
explosion of ideas at the theology discussions at the Curate’s House, and the gin
afterwards.
I couldn’t have articulated it at the time, but I began to see that rather than a priest
(whatever that means, and nobody knows in the C of E), I'm a rabbi and a prophet,
comforting the disturbed and disturbing the comfortable. I have spent my entire
working life provoking others to think and learn, and shake them out of their
complacency, and – let’s face it – there’s no better word for the C of E.
After about 18 months, the Bishop invited me to go as incumbent to parishes in west
Chesterfield. Perhaps wrongly I felt that an invitation from the Bishop was not to be
ignored – wrongly for maybe that post was not right for me. I recall being grilled at
an introductory meeting by a host of posh people in twinsets, pearls and blue rinses
and thinking “beam me back to Wirksworth” with a good few profanities thrown in. I
could have said no, and maybe I should have, but back then I was more inclined to
heed the “advice” of bishops than I am now.
West Chesterfield is wealthy and socially very conservative: expensive properties
behind electric gates. Despite the many good things and lovely people it would be
true to say that I spent much of the time railing like an Old Testament prophet (Amos
– read chapters 4 & 5). Paradoxically – and maybe because of this – my time there
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bore fruit in, I’m told, the loosening of attitudes, the widening of vision, the
involvement of more people than just the elect few, and most particularly in the
nurturing of vocations. I was moved at a Derby Cathedral ordination in 2019 to meet
six Chesterfield people who said that I’d kicked them up the backside on the journey
to ordination or readership. We need people to stir us up, but it comes at a cost to
the stirrer.
Unexpectedly, 2011 saw our daughter in Dublin having problems such that we felt we
should be closer at hand. There was no point looking for a job in the diocese of
Dublin: those jobs tend to be reserved for the up-and-coming with a great future in
front of them, rather than a 61-year-old has-been with a great future behind him.
However, the diocese that covers the south east of Ireland had a few vacancies. I
contacted the Bishop and was offered the incumbency of Portlaoise, one hour from
Dublin. My intention was to stay there, for there is much about Irish life that is good:
unlike the English the Irish look forward, outward, onward, and are well educated.
Unfortunately I found myself in the midst of a huge row between one of my parishes
and the diocese. I was aware that there was a problem, but in my arrogance I felt
that my experience enabled me to handle it. I was wrong. You cannot begin to
appreciate the bloody mindedness and bone-headedness of some Church of Ireland
farmers. As time went by, with solicitors’ letters flying in every direction, and Susan
becoming more and more affected by what it was doing to me, the writing was on
the wall. The crunch came when the diocesan policy that caused the problem was
rescinded. My work had been in vain, the rug pulled from under my feet. I was livid.
My successor didn’t last as long as I did, and neither did his. This was all incredibly
stressful. I still have bad dreams about it.
Fortunately, the post in Burton hove into view. It has included civic and town centre
ministry to which I took like a duck to water, never losing an opportunity to berate
MPs and fat men in swords and uniforms on civic occasions. I had charge of this
Anglo-Catholic church in an urban priority area, where I developed a real sense of
anger at the way in which the C of E – and society – ignores the poor, not least the
white poor. To my great satisfaction the church became the venue for the Burton
night shelter for the homeless. Despite all the goodness of my ministry in Burton,
though, I felt that I could have done more: I’d been in post only 14 months when our
elder son died. I was never the same again.
I was thinking of staying in post until I was 70 in June 2020 but I had such a bad chest
infection in early 2019 that I reconsidered. When you’re single-handed in town
centre parishes with schools, Advent and Christmas are relentless. So I retired in

7
October 2019. I said to Susan that since she’d followed me around for decades, it was
her turn to decide where we ended up. With friends in Burton, Derby, Wirksworth,
Chesterfield and Nottingham, good train, air and bus connexions, we stayed put and
moved across the road. The C of E does not look kindly on retired incumbents staying
in the parish where they were last at work because of the possibility of interfering
with a successor. But I shall behave. If we were to move again, it would almost
certainly be to somewhere near Dublin since that's where Vicki and Ed are.
I look back on my time at St Paul's with great affection. It's not for me to judge
whether or not I did any good, but I enjoyed it and I think we had some fun. The
future for the urban church in general and St Paul's in particular is very bleak indeed.
Enjoy it while it lasts.
My eye Thank you for your good wishes. It is still settling down, My distance and
colour vision are better, though not fantastic, but I now will need specs for reading
and typing on screen, which I didn't before. Since I spend a lot of time "on screen"
this is not an improvement. I don't yet know about playing the organ - we'll see next
week.
Stanley
**************************
PRAYER DIARY SEPTEMBER 2022
1
St Giles of Provence c 710
War-torn areas especially
Ukraine, Afghanistan & Taiwan
2
St Justas
The flooding in Pakistan
3
St Gregory the Great 604
St Giles Hospice – patients & staff
4
TRINITY 12
Those awaiting surgery
St Monessa
5
St Birinus bishop 650
those having difficulty in
relationships
6
Allen Gardiner missionary 1851
the new school term
7
Trinity 12
those who care for the
St Modoc
housebound
8
Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
the new born and their parents
our PCC
9
Charles Fuge Lowder priest 1880
The situation in Ukraine
10
St John of Salerno
Burton Queens Hospital – staff
and patients
11
TRINITY 13
the human and divine nature of
SS Protus and Hyacinth
Christ
12
St Guido
for retired priests in the deanery
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13
14
15
16

28
29

St Philip
Holy Cross Day
St Cyprian bishop and martyr 258
St Ninian bishop c 432
St Edith
St Hildegard 1179
TRINITY 14
St Ferreolus
St Theodore of Canterbury c 602
John Coleridge Patterson and
others martyrs in Melanesia 1871
St Matthew apostle & evangelist
St Emerita
St Adamnan
St Robert
TRINITY 15
St Finbar
Lancelot Andrewes bishop and
writer 1626
St Vincent de Paul founder of the
Congregation of the Mission 1660
St Wenceslas
St Michael and All Angels

30

St Jerome 420

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Job seekers
the victory of the cross
Those with terminal illnesses
Students starting university,
especially Henry Brooks
charity workers
Our Benefice Committee
administrators and office workers
The drought in Europe
Teachers
The bereaved
The armed forces
the housebound
understanding between different
nations
Authors
Bp Matthew & Bp Michael
The famine in Eastern Africa
the glory of God in heaven and
messengers to earth
Lay readers

From the Anniversary of Death book we
remember during September

For those who have died

Doris Maud Hall, Margaret McKernan,
Arthur Underhill, Frederick Caldwell, Ron
Staley, Barbara May Gooding, Doris
Selmes, Norma Totty, Elizabeth Yates,
Nigel Payne, Keith Gooding, Derek Ward,
Phillip John Chambers

Almighty and eternal God,
from whose love in Christ
we cannot be parted,
either by death or life:
hear our prayers and thanksgivings
for all whom we remember this day;
fulfil in them the purpose of your love;
and bring us all, with them, to your
eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PRAYER FOR RENEWAL
Lord, give me I pray:
A remembering heart for the things that have happened
An attentive heart to what I have heard
A forgiving heart for what has hurt
A grateful heart for what has blessed
A brave heart for what may be required
An open heart to all that may come
A trusting heart for You and all Your creation
A longing heart for the reconciliation of all things
A willing heart to say “yes” to what You will
Leighton Ford
taken from Prayers for Today

FROM THE WOOLLEYs
We have had several breaks over the summer period – Upper Quinton (twice),
Norfolk and Hampshire.
We met Ann & Ron {former St Paul’s} in Winchester on the first day, then the
following day spent a day in Portsmouth with them visiting the art gallery/museum.
Apparently Arthur Conan Doyle lived in Portsmouth and there was a section
designated to Sherlock Holmes. It was very interesting. There were showcases of
Sherlock Holmes’ memorabilia – each one had a memory task – looking at the objects
and then turning round to try and remember what was in the showcase. Even
though there were 5 of us in our party we still didn’t manage to remember all! But it
was good fun.
Also in the museum was a TV showing clips of 1950s and 1960s children’s
programmes like Andy Pandy, Bill & Ben, Watch with Mother. The presenters were
all very posh in those days.
The cafe was excellent there and we enjoyed a light lunch.
The evening meal was at an Italian restaurant at Portsmouth Docks, then after saying
goodbye to Ann & Ron we spent the rest of the day by the sea relaxing and watching

the ships come into the harbour. An ice cream was on the menu before heading off
to the Premier Inn.
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On our way back home we headed to Bletchley Park. Far too much to see in one day
– the tickets are valid for one year so it enables you to revisit. It was obviously full of
code breaking machines. One astonishing fact is that 9000 people worked there, the
conditions must have been terrible.
Our visits to Mick’s will cease soon for a while as he has volunteered to host a
Ukrainian family for 6 months or so and is just waiting for the final details to be
sorted out. Not sure how many he will have but his bungalow is massive and can
cater for a large family if necessary. It will certainly change his lifestyle and be a lot of
hard work initially for him.
Our next event to look forward to is meeting up with Dave & Mel Clarke – Dave grew
up in Burton and was a member of St Paul’s choir. He and his wife have lived in
Maidenhead for years. We have not seen them for three years due to Covid. We are
meeting them at Wellesbourne, Warwickshire which is a more or less half way point.
There will be eight of us going so should be good.
We usually go several times a year for special occasions to the Old Vicarage for a
meal and are devastated that Pascal and Karen are retiring and closing the
restaurant.
Maureen

Invitation to visit National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas
On Friday 30th September 2022 the Burton Technical High School
Association are organising a visit to the Arboretum.
The plan is:- Meet at 11am for Tea / Coffee, Guided Land Train Tour at 12noon
followed by free time until meeting again at 2.30 / 3pm for Afternoon High Tea.
The subsidised cost is £21 per head excluding car park, cash or cheque payable to
BTHSA please.
Car parking is best booked online on their website and costs less than on the day.
f you would like to come then please contact me asap. Tel: 01283 208781 or 07989
647334.
Geoff Brown

Macmillan Coffee Morning

FRIDAY 30th SEPTEMBER
in St Paul’s Church Hall 10.00am - 12 noon

Coffee & delicious cake
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LUNCH TIME ORGAN RECITALS at ST MODWEN’S
WEDNESDAYS in SEPTEMBER
12.30pm – 1.10pm
7th Sept
21st Sept

Richard Syner
John Keys

14th Sept
28th Sept

Simon Luxby
Martyn Rawles

St James’ Parish Church Barton under Needwood
Concert by
THE GRESLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR
Saturday 17th September at 7.30pm
Tickets £10 (under 16s free)
Proceeds to the Church of England Children’s Society

Coffee Morning

Red Lion House
Saturday 24th September
10.30am - 12.00 noon

St John’s Youth Club (age 11 upwards)
Thursdays 15th & 29th September
Red Lion House
6.30pm – 8.00pm
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It happened in September Quiz:
(Answers will be given next month)
1
The Great Fire of London ended in September 1666, but how many people
died?
2
In September of which year did the terror group Black September take
hostage and subsequently kill 11 Israeli athletes?
3
The Pilgrims set sail for America from Plymouth in the Mayflower in which
year?
4
Whose funeral in 1997 was watched by an estimated 2.5 billion people on
TV?
5
The Who’s drummer committed suicide in 1978. What was his name?
6
The sculpture ‘David’ was unveiled in Florence in 1504, but who was the
sculptor?
7
In 1948 due to health reasons Queen Wilhelmina abdicated the throne of
which country?
8
Scotland’s Forth Road Bridge near Edinburgh officially opened in which
year?
9
Edvard Grieg was a pianist and compose who died in September 1907.
What nationality was he?
10
Mark Spitz became the first competitor to win seven medals at a single
Olympic games, but which year’s games were they?
11
Which two students founded Google in 1998?
12
In September 1752, Great Britain adopted which calendar almost two
centuries later than the rest of Europe?
13
Born in September 1913, Bill Shankly made 297 appearances for which club?
14
Which Scottish engineer and architect who died in September 1834,
designed the Menai Suspension Bridge?
15
In 1189 – Richard I of England was crowned at Westminster. What was he
also known as?
***********************
PUZZLE TIME
Answers to August pathfinder

Laurence, Susanna, Helena, Justinian, Sigfrid, Bartholomew, Monica, Augustine,
Etheldritha, Dominic, Claudia, Mochteus
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It happened in August quiz answers:
1. 1936
2. Islamabad
3. Joseph Paxton
4. Hermann Melville
5. 1776
6. Tour de France
7. Mayflower
8. Elephant Many

9. Alec Guiness
10. Jamaica
11. Satchmo (Louis Armstrong)
12. Marilyn Monroe
13. Vesuvius
14. Enol Gay
15. The Klondike

There are 12 saints to find in
this pathfinder. Start with
the letter ‘H’ highlighted.
Answers next month

Answers to hymns – August
Across:
1 judge
14 invisible
21 lift
Down:
1 Jesu
9 morning
18 love

5 holiness
15 wonder
22 hills

7 divine
17 gospel

8 creatures
19 thank

10 corner
20 sacrament

2 golden
11 timeless
19 tell

3 foundation
12 king

4 heart
13 perfect

6 Lord
16 round
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First line of hymns

ACROSS
2 I the Lord of … and sky
5 God is our strength and …...
6 ….. in the peace of Christ I go
7 Amazing grace, how sweet the …..
9 As ….. the hart for cooling streams
10 Angel voices …. singing
12 Eternal Father, …… to save
14 As the …. pants for the water
15 I heard the ….. of Jesus say
17 Jesus …. above all other
18 Immortal love for ever ….
19 And can it be that I should ….
20 Bright the vision that ……...
21 Songs of …… the angels sang

DOWN
1 God be in my ….
3 Blessed ………, Jesus is mine
4 God is working his ……. out
8 In …….. love abiding
9 Father of heaven whose love ……..
11 City of God, how ….. and far
13 ……., sister, let me serve you
16 At the …. of Jesus

22 Christ for the ….. we sing

Thanks to all who have contributed to the newsletter
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READERS ETC FOR SEPTEMBER
Date

readings

Intercessor

Offertory

4th Sept
Trinity 12

Deuteronomy 30.15-20 David Sweeney
Psalm 139.1-5,12-17
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14.25-33

Reader

Margaret Merry

Olwen & Alan
Sharpe

11th Sept
Trinity 13

Exodus 32.7-14
Psalm 51.1-10
1 Timothy 1.12-17
Luke 15.1-10

Rose Jefferies

Yasmin Johnson

Sue Sweeney

18th Sept
Trinity 14

Amos 8.4-7
Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2.1-7
Luke 16.1-13

John Woolley

Mike Mear

Rose Jefferies

25th Sept
Trinity 15

Amos 6.1a,4-7
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6.6-19
Luke 16.19-31

Sue Ganley

clergy

Margaret Merry

2nd Oct
Trinity 16

Habakkuk 1.1-4;2.1-4
Psalm 37.1-10
2 Timothy 1.1-14
Luke 17.5-10

Mike Mear

John Woolley

Pat Dawson
Colin Dawson

SIDESPEOPLE & COFFEE ROTA
Sidespeople

Coffee

Pat Dawson & Maureen Woolley

Margaret

2nd Sunday

Olwen & Alan Sharpe

Sue S & Marilyn

3rd Sunday

Sue Sweeney & Maureen Woolley

Rose & Pinkie } alternate
Rachel & Pedro} months

1st

Sunday

4th Sunday

Margaret Merry & Valerie Cammack

Olwen & Alan

5th Sunday

Marilyn Ottey

Valerie
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